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The first guest column in this series on water appeared in November.  
 
It contained some questions, for Galveston in particular and for our bays and estuaries 
in general, regarding our water future. 
 
I still don’t have the answers.  
 
However, there are some innovative practices conducted in other places that seem 
suitable for adoption to help our area’s future, several of which were common in cities 
where reductions in per capita water consumption were achieved. 
 
They included some innovative techniques for reserving water for the dry times — like 
aquifer recharge — but most were not rocket science.  
 
For example, watering lawns and flower beds should be done early morning or late 
evening. These are the times of day when evaporation rates are the lowest. 
 
Also, watering ever other day has been shown to be sufficient; just be sure to 
thoroughly saturate the soil. 
 
Check lawn sprinkler systems and adjust them so that the water falls where intended — 
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on grass and plants, not sidewalks and streets. 
 
For inside the home, there are devices that can be fitted in showerheads, faucets or any 
type of water valve that, while supplying adequate volume and pressure, reduce water 
usage. These are readily available at any hardware store. 
 
Another painless, no-cost water saver probably is already in place in your bathroom — 
the toilet float valve.  
 
The water conservation director in Las Vegas pointed this out to me: “The water level 
control (float valve) in most toilets can be adjusted so that the water supply tank will fill 
to a level that allows a complete flush to take place, using only 3 to 5 gallons of water 
instead of 8.” 
 
I have made this adjustment in our bathrooms — and it works. 
 
The water management technique that the water managers in San Antonio, El Paso and 
Las Vegas are using that really struck my fancy was aquifer recharge. 
 
If you store water in a reservoir, there are losses because of evaporation. Estimates 
differ for different parts of the country. For example, it is higher in Lake Mead than in 
Lake Livingston. However, if you store the water by pumping it down into a water-
bearing stratum, evaporation loss is essentially eliminated.  
 
In addition, aquifer recharge has the side benefit of reducing subsidence and elevating 
water tables — an important feature in Southern Nevada Water Authority area, for 
example, where many still depend on wells for their water supply.  
 
In any conversation about the future regarding water resource management, 
desalination always enters the conversation. That process is not only talked about in El 
Paso and Las Vegas, it is being practiced in both places because of necessity.  
 
In both cases, I was told by their agency personnel, “There is a lot that can be done 
before you go to desalinization — mainly conservation — and that is accomplished only 
if the citizens will take it upon themselves.” 
 
So, in ending this series, there is another question added to those the series started 
with — are the residents of Galveston County ready to take it upon themselves to 
conserve our water resources? 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 
 



 


